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Contributions 
PULPIT ECHOES. 

Sifted Bat Safe 
Peter was sifted as wheat, bat not as the 

devil expected. The chaff of self-confidence 
was taken oat of Peter and in its stesd the 
gold of dependence upon God found an abid- 
ing place in his heart. Let as not forget the 
secret of Peter's escape—"I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not." Christ was 
near daring this sifting process. He looked 
on Peter and drew him with silken cords of 
love. How often Christ prayed for the apos- 
tles, we know not. In that matchless prayer 
of John 17—we have these words "I pray 
for them :' I prsy not for the world, bat for 
them which thoa hast given me : for they are 
thine. I pray not that thou shouldst take 
them out of the world, but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil." 

Is not Jesus now interceding for us ? That 
we may be true and faithful and kept from 
the power of the evil one. 

L. A. HAZLKTT. 

Is Ours Like That! 
It is manly to forgive—yes, it is more than 

that—it is Christ like; yet the Ungrateful 
Servant forgot to either. The King was 
moved to compassion by the thought of see- 
ing his wife and children sold from him, and 
tho the debt was so large he freely forgave 
him. That was splendid. But he no sooner 
finds himself free, than he proceeds to show 
his heartlessness by seizing his brother by the 
throat, stopping his ears to his cry for mercy 
and utterly refusing to forgive him the very 
small sum of fifteen dollars, when he had 
been forgiven millions! Is our Christianity 
like that ? If so, listen to our woe, for our 
doom is certain. G. W. RENCH. 

At Jesus' Feet 
No one goes to a financial failure to learn 

methods of business. No one goes to one 
whose children are failures to learn how to 
rear children. No one goes to one who has 
made shipwreck of their faith to learn the se- 
cret of abiding in Christ. 

Bat there was one who knew God and did 
his will implicitly. He knew the secret of 
prevailing prayer and can teach to us that 
secret. "No man knoweth The Father save 
The Son and he to whom The Son willeth to 
reveal him." At Jesus feet is the secret of 
the life of peace and power. Are you will- 
ing to abide there that you may learn it ? 

C. F. YODIR. 

Joseph, The Force of a Purpose 
After considering this strong minded far- 

mer lad who as a favored son at home, or a 
slave and prisoner in Egypt or amidst great 
prosperity never lost his better nature or 
changed the purpose of his life, let us con- 
sider Jesus, the true Joseph. A favored Son 
at home before the Father, or in adversity 
and trial on earth or again in great glory in 
Heaven he never lost the force of that great 
purpose that mastered him and carried him 
to Bethlehem, to Nazareth, to the Wilderness 

to Gethsemane and Calvary and, I am glad 
to say that altho 1900 years have passed 
since he gave to the world the redemption 
plan, the force of the purpose of that great 
loving heart is still upon us to inspire resolu- 
tion, purpose and holy motives in our lives. 
Have a purpose; a holy purpose; stronger 
than human ties, stronger than slavery or ad- 
versity, stronger than prosperity, a purpose 
from God and therefore strong as God. 

. E. E. HASKINS. 

Lessons from John 6 : 5 • 18. 

The disciples had returned from their suc- 
cessful missionary town thru Galilee and 
were called by their Master to make their re- 
port. "The apostles gathered themselves 
together unto Jesus and told him all things, 
both what they had done and what they had 
taught." This is what we ministers will have 
to do when we cross over to meet our Lord 
on the other side, and I can conceive of no 
wretchedness greater than shall come to those 
who prove traitor to their trust, and must 
listen in the silence of self condemnation to 
that tremendous question, "What have you 
done—What have you taught ?" 

There is next a test of faith. The Christ 
puts in question "Whence shall we buy bread 
that these may eat ?" Philip at once began 
to reason about the cost. He should have 
known better after all he had heard and seen 
of his Master. Well, that is the way the 
majority of people do today. We stoop to 
poor human expedients first, instead of im- 
plicitly trusting God, especially in our tem- 
poral aftairs. Our challenge is, " Can God 
spread a table in the wilderness " while we 
ought to obey its injunction, "Trust in the 
Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the 
hnd, and vtrily thou shalt be fed;" 

We also have one of the Gospel's most 
beautiful types of the invariable result of 
every act of genuine beneficence. The dis- 
ciples gave with a willing spirit all that they 
had—"five barley loaves and two small fish- 
es." The Master blessed these and proceed- 
ed to give them out. The food increased in 
his hands, all were satisfied and twelve bas- 
kets were filled with the remainder. You see 
when the apparently impoverished disciples 
came to count their loss they found a gain. 
And that is the teaching of the gospel. 
'There is that scattereth and yet increaseth, 
and there is that withboldeth more than is 
meet and it tendeth to poverty." To the 
liberal soul the promise is, "I will give more, 
EXCEEDING, ABUNDANTLY" and then he 
seems to double and treble, and square and 
cube its expression, as he adds, "above all 
they can ask or think." 

This leads to the great lesson in unselfish- 
ness which Jesus endeavors to teach—its 
beauty and strength. When we see those 
poor men laying their own provisions at the 
Master's feet, to be at his disposal, may we 
remember that the five thousand haggard 
souls before them represent this great needy 
world. Then let this truth sink into oar 
hearts.    "Whoso  hath  this  worlds  goods, 

and seeth his brother have need, and shut- 
teth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
HOW dwelleth the love of God in him." 
But the strength of the narrative, and the 
wisdom of Jesus are couched in these loving 
advices. "Labor not for the meat which 
perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life." "I am the bread of 
life; he that cometh to me shall never han- 
ger ; and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst." May the inspiration of such coun- 
sel follow us in oar ambitions, and track as 
in the race of life. 

J. C. MACKEY, D. D. 

Christ's Message to the Poor and Laboring 
Class 

When Jesus came into the world he had a 
message for all. His message had good news 
for all classes. This morning we are con 
tent to meditate upon the words of Jesus to 
the poor and laboring class. This class 
were largely in the majority when the Master 
spoke to the people of Galilee and the Holy 
Land. At this time Rome had more slaves 
than she had free citizens. 

To bring real Good News to a poor man 
or a burdened toiler is a great blessing. 

This is his message, which if taken to heart, 
will prove a source of great riches and hap- 
piness : 

'Come unto me." Jesus gives a standing 
invitation to such to come unto a Great 
Teacher. A sumptuous feast and bountious 
banquet To the Father's Store-house. 
Here is all any one may need. All any one 
can wish.    Jesus says,  come, come. 

Again He says, "Take my yoke upon you." 
As the horse can not work easily and suc- 
cessfully without a harness, and the ox with- 
out a yoke, neither can man work for God 
easily and successfully without Christ's yoke. 
Therefore put on the yoke. 

Then "Learn of me," Jesus says. He will 
teach you industry, economy, wisdom, know- 
ledge, in short he will teach you the "way of 
Life" plainly. 

In the Teaching of Jesus, and the service 
for him, you will find rest, rest for the body 
and rest for the soul, rest thru service, rest 
thru teaching. Laboring men! Jesus is 
your best friend. Z. T. LIVENGOOD. 

MEW TORE NOTES 
J. L. GILLIN. 

Well the election is past and the world 
knows the story. New York has been saved 
from its friends, as Tammany claims to be. 
There will be quite an exodus from New 
York before Jan. 1st, an exodus of unjailed 
thieves and gamblers. Already they are 
shutting up shops in parts of the city. They 
know that Dist. Attorney Jerome will make 
it lively for them after that date. 

Protected Vice. 

It was a demonstrated and undenied fact 
that vice and evil of all sorts was allowed to 
thrive here under Tammany, provided the 
criminals could and would raise enough 
money for Tammany.    It had gone so far 


